
October 11th 2018 
 
An Update from the East Meadow Action Committee (EMAC) 
 
During the late summer, there were no new developments in the University’s “Student Housing 
West” project. On September 17,th the administration released a newly revised DEIR (Draft 
Environmental Impact Report) and began a new 45-day comment period. 
 
The project as described in this newly released document is essentially the same, with building 
in the East Meadow retained. Some changes have been made to the West campus structures, 
lowering their height somewhat but not reducing the number of beds. Cosmetic grading 
changes in the East Meadow portion, and discussion of an augmented number of alternative 
sites are the other significant changes. 
 
EMAC is studying the very long and complex document, working to prepare a revised comment 
by November 1st, the deadline for responses. We urge everyone who has previously submitted 
a comment to re-submit, and if appropriate, revise, their text. The University will not respond 
to prior comments, but only to comments on the latest DEIR. 
 
Two public meetings have been scheduled for week-after-next (see details below). We don’t 
see these as opportunities to change the University administration’s mind, since every 
indication is that it is fully committed to its plan. But we hope that as many people as possible 
who are concerned about the project and especially by its careless development of the East 
Meadow will attend and be heard. It’s important for the University and the general public to 
know that resistance to their ill-conceived project has not waned.  
 
Going forward, during the months of November and December, the University will prepare 
formal responses to the many critical comments it will certainly receive. A final document will 
then be prepared for submission to the UC Regents at their January meeting. EMAC and its 
allies among UCSC’s Alumni and Trustee groups are strategizing to find ways to influence the 
Regents decision. (We will inform you of how to register your opinion in a future update.) 
 
If the final proposal is approved in January, anyone who wishes to begin litigation to stop the 
project has thirty days to do so. EMAC and at least two other groups are currently engaged in 
consultations with lawyers. But no decision on legal action is possible until the final proposal 
can be analyzed and the Regents have acted.  
 
According to the present plan, bulldozers will begin work in the meadow in June.  
 
The current Draft Environmental Impact Report is available for download at  
https://ppc.ucsc.edu/planning/EnvDoc.html (bottom of page). It is a very long and 
sometimes technical document. EMAC recommends special attention to the section on 
alternative sites (section 5.0 of volume one), which lays out seven alternatives to the 

https://ppc.ucsc.edu/planning/EnvDoc.html


proposed project, all of which spare the East Meadow, and 5 of which provide just as 
much new housing for students as does the administration’s proposed housing. 
 
From all the possibilities, the University has chosen the least responsible option. This is 
not simply because it sacrifices the meadow for the sake of a very small number of 
student beds (less than 5% of all the beds proposed for the entire project), a wasteful 
use of a precious campus resource. It also delays the alleviation of the current crisis by 
bundling most of the needed student housing into a single massive complex. Several of 
the alternatives in the DEIR would be more flexible and could bring new housing to 
campus sooner. As documented on the EMAC website (eastmeadowaction.org), in 
June several of these alternatives were proposed to the Administration by 
knowledgeable campus planners representing the UCSC Trustees and EMAC. But 
apparently to no avail. 
 
The current intolerable overcrowding in campus residence halls was created by 
Administration mismanagement (see the attached Press Release, also posted on the 
EMAC site). Over the last decade we have seen a relentless expansion of enrollments 
ahead of resources. Now 3000 new beds are being proposed, less than a 1000 of which 
would be needed to alleviate current overcrowding and to satisfy the 2008 agreement 
with the City to provide on-campus housing. Evidently, the large scale of the project 
reflects not an efficient response to the present crisis but rather an anticipation of 
student growth in the future. So far, the University has shown no interest in limiting 
enrollments or pausing to repair damage before continuing to make the housing crisis worse.  
 
Common sense would dictate that future projects of this scale should be undertaken with 
broad consultation and in the context of transparent long-term planning. A new Long-Range 

Development Plan (LRDP) is currently under discussion, a process that will necessarily 
include negotiations with the City. In this context, “Student Housing West” looks like a 
hurried, careless undertaking.   
 
The project in its current form should be resisted. We need to convince the Regents and the 
University Administration to turn to more flexible and effective alternative responses to the 
current housing situation. 
 
Important information for current action. 
 
Public Comment Opportunities 
 

Tuesday, Oct. 23, 2018, 6:30-8:30 PM  
Louden Nelson Community Center, 301 Center St. Santa Cruz, CA 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2018, 5-7 PM  
Kresge Town Hall, 510 Porter-Kresge Rd., UC Santa Cruz main campus 

https://maps.google.com/?q=301+Center+St.+Santa+Cruz,+CA&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=510+Porter-Kresge+Rd&entry=gmail&source=g


Written comments on the Revised Draft EIR may be submitted to: Director of Campus 
Planning, UC Santa Cruz, Physical Planning & Construction, 1156 High St, Mailstop: 
PPDO, Santa Cruz, CA 95064, or via email to eircomment@ucsc.edu. The comment 
period closes on Thursday, November 1, 2018, at 5:00 PM. 

Link to revised Draft EIR is at https://ppc.ucsc.edu/planning/EnvDoc.html at bottom of 
page. 1600 pp.  
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