
December 22, 2018 
 
Dear Friends of the Meadow: 
 
The good news on the meadow: new grass greening through the new year, the dawn coyote, a 
burrowing owl perched on a fence post, that white-tailed kite that hovers over the northern 
rise, and the views toward Loma Prieta and the edge of campus that we’ve loved all these 
years.  Just the way the meadow should be.  If the university had its way, though, the pre-fab 
apartments would already be up, the roads graded and paved, the “landscaping” in place.  It’s 
thanks to the efforts, money, and time of the many friends of the meadow that it’s still as it is, 
and we hope to keep it that way. Here’s a brief update on the likely timing for “Student Housing 
West”/East Meadow development going forward: 
 
The University has not made any formal response since the closing of comments on its Revised 
Draft Environmental Impact Report. They are working on a final document to be presented to 
the UC Regents for approval.  
 
This final EIR should contain answers to the many comments that were filed at the beginning of 
November. So far, these public responses have not been released. (A selection can be found on 
the EMAC website: eastmeadowaction.org) 
 
We have recently learned informally, but on good authority, that the University plans to 
present the Student Housing West package to the Regents at their January 16-17 meeting at 
UCSF. It will be a “discussion” item, with no vote.  After the final EIR is filed the university will 
make a formal request for Regent approval, probably at the next meeting, March 13-14 at 
UCLA. 
 
This two-stage presentation is not-uncommon. It gives the proposal planners an opportunity to 
respond to Regents concerns before an up-or-down vote. It also gives opponents an 
opportunity to intervene at a time when the Regents may be more willing to entertain a change 
of course.  
 
EMAC asks only that the East Meadow part of the project be changed, comprising less than 5% 
of the total number of planned new student beds. Several viable alternative strategies can be 
found in the critical responses gathered on our website. Will the Regents push the University to 
reconsider? The case against developing the Meadow will be made in January. Former Regents 
and members of the UCSC Foundation Board who oppose the current plan will be contacting 
influential members of the Board. Whether this will have any effect is, of course, uncertain.  
 
At this moment, we don’t know exactly what the University will propose as a final plan. So far, 
the university has given no indication of any willingness to change course. The two-stage 
Regents process is the next battle-ground. If the project is formally approved in early March, 
with the Meadow still threatened, EMAC and others will have 30 days to decide whether to 



litigate. We have been working with an experienced environmental attorney to lay the 
groundwork for this (expensive) course of action, which we still hope can be avoided.  
 
With thanks for your concern and support. 
 
EMAC 
 
The East Meadow Action Committee 
eastmeadowaction.org  
 
  
 
  


