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"I feel really sad because I want to be able to go hiking in those areas and be in nature. I feel really sad and 
disappointing when I think about the animal's homes getting destroyed. I want them to not build over there in 
the meadow or redwoods." 
 
Lily Borges, 8 year old Family Student Housing Resident 
 
"Zen doesn't want them to build things or drill or chain saw. I don't want the animal homes to get destroyed and 
not the animals to get destroyed and not get the rabbits destroyed and all that things in nature. Or I don't want 
no trucks coming over. Nothing in nature getting destroyed." 
 
Zen Borges, 3 3/4 year old Family Student Housing Resident 
 
Hello, 
I live at Family Student Housing at UCSC and I am opposed to the Hagar and North Remote building projects. I 
don't believe that developing the natural areas of campus would benefit students and in fact would detract from 
the school. Like many other students, I chose UCSC for its natural beauty and I likely would not have come to 
school here if it were more developed than it is currently. I support the no action alternative or building in areas 
where buildings already exist. Thank you, 
 
Jesse Borges 
519 Koshland Way 
 
And here's my statement: 
 
My name is Maria Borges, I am a Family Student Housing resident, taxpayer, and student at UCSC and I am 
opposed to any construction projects that would happen on undisturbed wildlife habitat including the Hagar and 
North Remote sites.  
 
I think that my family’s views have not been represented in the summary of comments that were submitted 
because we really care about the native plants and animals that live on the UCSC campus.  
 
We spend time playing, exploring, and learning about nature in the meadows and redwoods on campus and I 
teach my children about science by taking them out to natural spaces. My children and I know many of the 
species that live on campus and instead of wanted a manicured lawn and new plastic playground I want intact 
natural spaces for my children to be able to spend time in.  I don’t have my kids inside using electronic devices, 
instead I encourage them to study the natural world and we want the habitats for native wildlife on campus to 
be left intact.  
 
Currently, at Family Student Housing, we have access to Porter Meadow and redwoods around it which 
provides a diverse area with different ecosystems that we can explore and learn about.  
We also spend time hiking in upper campus near the North Remote area and we really care about preserving 
the redwoods and the coastal prairies on campus.  
 
If we were moved to the Hagar site, there would be less diversity around us and very busy streets with cars that 
speed by surrounding us. The Hagar site is less convenient for walking or bussing compared to the current 
Family Student Housing location.  Also, the addition of so many more people to that area would further 
endanger the sensitive species such as the Purple Needle Grass, that grow in that area. In addition, the 17 
acre construction project and introduction of many people to the areas would fragment the habitat disrupting 
wildlife migration corridors. 
 
For me the no action alternative would be the best outcome, however, I am hearing that other people are 
wanting more beds on campus, so my second best option would be to renovate the current Family Student 
Housing and for new buildings to only be built where other buildings already existed.  Family Student Housing 
could easily be made more energy efficient though renovations.  
 



• A few points I would like to make include the fact that we were only given 45 days to read though 1000 
pages of the new draft. 

 
• Most people are going to think that their previous comments are still going to be considered because it 

was not clear that they would be disregarded which is not fair. 
 

• These meetings are happening during the campus strike and the campus buses are not running and 
the city buses are not running to campus, so it is very hard for students without cars to even get 
down to these meetings. 

 
• And if there were any recent meetings on campus, I did not receive any notifications about them and 

no one knows about them.  
 

• Online training for habitat protection would not work because when we students get online training for 
cyber safety for example, we don’t read any of it, we just click though it as fast as we can.  

 
Finally, I want to make it clear, because my comments were not mentioned in the summary from last time, that I 
am not just concerned with preserving the scenic beauty of the campus, but I am hear to speak up for the 
native animals and plants that live on campus.  
 
My family and I enjoy spending time not only with the redwoods, but also with the blue elderberries, hairy honey 
suckles, blue eyed grass, california poppies, sky lupine, snow berries, yerba buena, douglas fir, interior live 
oak, bay trees, coffeeberry, trillium, pacific star flowers, redwood violets, two eyed violets, globe lilies, horse 
tails, giant chain ferns, coral root orchids, native irises, False solomon's seals, mariposa lilies, suncups, rushes, 
grasses, sedges, willows, and more!   
 
My children and I have found tracks of bobcats and mountain lions on campus, we see coyotes, black tailed 
deer, California ground squirrels, brush rabbits, western gray squirrels, red foxes, gray foxes, long tailed 
weasels, many species of bats, shrews, moles, voles, and mice and more.  
 
Also, over 260 species of birds can be found on campus and we often see American kestrels, Northern 
Harriers, red tailed hawks, red shouldered hawks, cooper’s hawks, sharp shinned hawks, nighthawks, Great 
Horned Owls, Barn Owls, white tailed kites, peregrine falcons, burrowing owls, and golden eagles hunting in 
the meadow areas of campus.  
 
In addition, the Hagar and North Remote sites provide habitat for birds such as acorn woodpeckers, pileated 
woodpeckers, downy and hairy woodpeckers, northern flickers, the redbreasted sap sucker, violet green 
swallow,  western bluebirds, steller's jays, scrub jays, dark eyed juncos, golden and white crowned sparrow, 
California Quail, Anna and Allen’s hummingbirds, black phoebe, chestnut backed chickadees, brown creepers, 
vieros, shrikes, warblers, nuthatches, and more. 
 
The Hagar and North Remotes sites are also home to Gopher snakes, yellow eyed encinitas, slender 
salamanders, western fence lizards, alligator lizards, the pacific chorus frog, the endangered California red 
legged frog, arboreal salamanders, the rough skinned newt, california toad, western skink, coast horned lizard, 
and more! 
 
These projects would pose a threat to the endangered cave spiders on campus and the endangered California 
red legged frog and I really believe that these animals have a right to be able to survive and have a home.  
 
There are many reasons to preserve these areas besides just having a beautiful view. There have been many 
scientific studies that show how important it is for children to connect with nature and that show that being in 
nature and hearing natural sounds relieve stress. I find that being in natural spaces relieves stress and anxiety 
for me. In addition, my children have an increased appreciated for the natural world and a better understanding 
of lifecycles from observing the native plants and animals of campus. I want my children to grow up wanting to 
protect our environment and I have learned that what children understand, they will love and what they love, 
they will protect and care for. We have come to understand and love the natural spaces of UCSC though 
studying them and spending time in them and we really want them to be protected so that one day my 
children’s children can come and see these wild places that their parents played in when they were young. 



 
There is scientific value in preserving these areas as well. The thousands of native plants and animals that live 
in these spaces can be studied as I have done though classes at UCSC, such as the environmental 
interpretation class and though the Kamana naturalist program.  
 
 
For example, my family and I have learned what the calls are of many different birds and that each species of 
bird has a variety of calls that mean different things ranging from alarm calls if a predator is nearby to juvenile 
begging to territorial aggression. We have noticed migration patterns of birds and have been able to know the 
first day that golden crowned sparrows and violet green swallows have returned to the meadows though our 
nature studies.  
 
 
In addition, we have learned which plants are poisonous, edible, and medicinal and which ones were/ are used 
by the Native Amah Mutsun people of our area. 
 
 
We really value these places that serve as refuges for Santa Cruz's native plants and animals and if these 
animals and plants were able to provide their own testimonies, they would of course want their homes, 
migration corridors, and hunting and foraging areas to be protected so that they and their future generations 
could continue to survive. 
 
 
I think that the Hagar and North Remote construction projects are actually very short sighted and they are not 
considering how everything would be affected in the long term for people who care about nature and for the 
thousands of beings that live at these sites.  
 
I really think that it is possible for everyone’s needs to be considered and met in this situation, and I hope that 
the needs of my family and the communities of plants and animals on the UCSC campus will be considered in 
the final decision of this project. UCSC has a reputation of environmentalism and I hope that a stance of 
environmental stewardship will be taken in regard to these construction projects. The needs for new beds for 
people on campus could be met without destroying the habitats of the many other beings that also call this 
campus home.  
 
 
Here are some links to websites about the importance of nature connection: 
 
https://blogs.ei.columbia.edu/2011/05/26/why-we-must-reconnect-with-nature/  
 
https://www.psychreg.org/connection-nature-matters/  
 
Here's a TED talk by John Muir Laws explaining the importance of nature connection: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=af1kB89pIsw  
 
We use his nature journaling methods to learn about the natural areas of UCSC.  
 
Books that support our views include: 
 
Coyote's Guide to Connecting with Nature  
 
Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children From Nature-Deficit Disorder by author Richard Louv 
 
The Laws Guide to Nature Drawing and Journaling by John Muir Laws 
 
What the Robin Knows by John Young  
	


